Nova Scotia Association of Counselling Therapists
Annual General Meeting

IWK Children’s Site Board Room
September 24, 2011

Members Present:
Marian McDonald				
Jeanette Hung					Jean Eyking					
Janice Graham-Migel				Sue Robinson					
Olga Scibior					Linda Wilson
Anne Fulton					Ed Wohlmuth
Michael Belgrave				Petra Cross
Felicia Boutilier				Kim Strange
Richard Nichols				Julie Benson
Wayne Maxwell				Sylvia Moore
John Driscoll					Derrick McEachern	
Brian Duggan					Denis Cormier
Glenn MacLeod				Jocelyn Keilty
Teresa Francis					Janet Edwards
Robert Mariner				Joe Bishara
Anne Mariner					Alison Arthur
Heather McLennan				Christine Fall Moore
The meeting was called to order by Marian Burris-McDonald, NSACT Chair at 10:00 a.m. Marian welcomed members and guests.
The minutes of the AGM for 2010 were read by John Driscoll. Michael Belgrave moved and Richard Nichols seconded that the minutes of the 2009 AGM be approved with the following correction.  Under Standing Committee Reports-Membership Committee it should read “32 RCT-C.”   Motion Carried unanimously.
There was a question by Janice Graham-Migel if we have a copy of Linda Wheeldon’s Directors Report for CCPA. Marian will send an electronic copy to the member.
Under Old Business for the 2010 AGM minutes Marian asked that possible changes to the fees for our membership be moved to New Business. 
Brian Duggan moved and Felicia Boutliier seconded that the Agenda be approved. Motion Carried.

Presidents Report:
Marian thanked Julie Benson the Registrar for all her work this past year. Marian also thanked all the Committee Chairs for their work. She also thanked all the members and people who had taken on a particular task during the year. Marian thanked each Board member for their work this past year. Janet Tomlinson, Secretary, Jeannie Eyking, Treasurer, Janet Edwards, Registration, Petra Cross, Professional development and website work, Felicia Boutilier, Public Relations and her work on the website and preparing for Proclamation, Teresa Francis, Membership Chair, John Driscoll Vice-Chair, Jocelyn Keilty for assuming the duties for Petra while she was on leave, Sara Lynn Smiley, Linda Wheeldon and Beth Robinson for all their work.
Marian asked all members to read the information page she has prepared which outlines how CCPA will and does connect to NSACT/NSCCT.
The Chair encouraged people who might be interested in supervising a RCT-C to please contact the Registrar should they wish to do this. Marian mentioned that the Association is working on a handbook for the supervisors and noted the plan is to develop a training workshop for candidacy supervisors.
Marian spoke about the challenge of being counsellors who also need to run the association like a business and the need for people to understand that we operate on very tight budget requiring the need for good business practices.

Committee Reports

Registration Committee: Janet Edwards asked members to read her report and said she would entertain any questions from those present. The report noted that over the year 10 Candidacy applications were approved and 6 Candidates achieved RCT status which was a notable increase from last year. In her report Janet thanked all committee members who served this past year. Marian noted that Sue Robinson will be taking over the position of chair for this committee until the College is formed.  
Membership Committee: Teresa Francis reported that our membership numbers have seen a slight increase over the past year. We went from 100-109 RCT’s and from 32-38 RCT-C's. Teresa reported that throughout the year there are slight fluctuations in our numbers but overall they are stable. There was a question about Associate Members and whether or not we are seeing some of them move towards a RCT membership as we draw close to Proclamation. The Registrar reported that, yes, we are seeing some now move forward to change their membership status. Teresa echoed Marian’s comments on thanking Julie Benson for her work. She also thanked Sue Robinson. There was a question about where are members are coming from. Michael Belgrave noted that at any one time there are 20-30 full and part-time students working on their MEd at Acadia. It was also noted that some school counsellors are applying for membership/candidacy and that once we are proclaimed and receiving applications we may also receive applications from people with a broader spectrum of credentials than those who would have applied to CCPA.
Public Relations: Felicia Boutilier reported that our current website is up-to-date and that the new NSCCT website is ready to go as soon as the College is proclaimed. She noted that all our letterhead and paper publications have been updated. Felicia welcomed members’ comments on the website. She told members that the committee is working on a newspaper announcement for proclamation. There was a question from a member asking why we did not post all our members names in the announcement for the AGM. Marian told the members that this is not required in the by-laws but it was noted that in the announcement for proclamation all RCT and RCT-C names will be posted. 
Professional Development: Petra told members that if anyone has an idea for a workshop the committee will work on finding a venue, arranging for CEU’s and developing a break even cost. Petra noted that Ethics Workshops have been done as a result of member requests. She told the members that the PD Chair can be contacted through the website. There was a question about CEU credits and whether the Association has an obligation to arrange workshops. Marian said that is not the job of the board but that it will put on workshops as long as we do not lose money. Having said that Marian noted that the board may want to consider what obligation we do have to arrange professional developing opportunities. A member said that we may wish to partner with other organizations as a way to ensure success and bring in top notch workshop presenters. Mike Belgrave noted that CCPA-NS will try to get involved in Continuing Education as well as becoming connected with other professional organizations.  Collaboration with Acadia University was also mentioned as a possibility. Another option would possibly be connecting with the School Counsellor Association Conference. 
Employment Committee: No report. Robert Allen is the Chair and he will be stepping down. Marian told the members that she accompanied Employment Committee members at a meeting with all Directors of Mental Health services. She reported that the NSACT was well received at the meeting and that this is a good future sign for employment with Mental Health Services across the province.  It was also noted that a positive relationship also exists with Pictou County and GASHA Health Authorities, as well as the South Shore Health Authority and Capital Health where they are now posting jobs where a Master in Counselling will qualify a person to apply.
Billing Access: Dianne Lee submitted her report and noted that we are waiting for proclamation to move ahead on further work to achieve billing for services through medical insurance companies. Her feeling was that once proclamation goes ahead we should have some movement in the area of billing.
Organizational Development: Marian thanked committee members Glen Breen and Brian Duggan and told members that this committee is often called upon to provide the board with recommendations and advise on policy or procedural decisions. This committee is developing our Policy and Procedures Manual.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Treasurers Report: The treasurer reported that we spent $6,463 more for 2011 than was budgeted for but we had a cash balance of $5,065 for the previous year so there was a negative balance of ($1,398) as of April 30, 2011. All bills on hand were paid.
It was moved by Jeannie Eyking, seconded by Brian Duggan that we adopt the Unaudited-See Notice to Reader Statement of Financial Position as at April 30th, 2011. Motion passed unanimously.
It was moved by Jeannie Eyking, seconded by Joe Bishara to waive the requirement for an audit for the 2010-2011 year and to appoint Unsworth Kachafanas Chartered Accountants of Sydney for the 2011-2012 year at a cost of $500.00 to perform the Notice to Reader Review. Motion passed unanimously.  
 Moved by Jeannie Eyking and seconded by Anne Mariner the adoption of the 2011-2012 budget. Motion passed unanimously.
 Jeannie noted that we now pay the Registrar for 13.5 hours per week and we hope to increase that to 20 hours per week. There was a question about the cost of our legal fees and Jeannie said that as we are near the end of the legal work needed to proclaim the Act and once this is done the costs should decrease significantly. There was a question about the recording of net income for our workshops. Jeannie said that workshop net income is shown in the preliminary financial statements which were circulated.

 New Business:

Application Fees:
It was moved by Teresa Francis and seconded by Wayne Maxwell that we increase the RCT Candidacy Application Fee from $75.00 to $100.00, effective immediately. Teresa noted that there will be substantial increase in the volume of work to process applications once we are a College. Motion passed unanimously. There was some discussion on whether or not we could determine the real cost of processing applications as well as a question as to whether the Registrar could determine the normal amount of time it takes to process an application.  Petra said the application fee is in line with other professional bodies.

RCT-C Yearly Membership Fees:
It was moved by Teresa Francis and seconded by Petra Cross that membership fee for the RCT-C be increased from $250.00 per year to $300.00 effective April 1, 2012. There was a question about why the RCT pays more and discussion centered on the fact the RCT-C has the same rights but that the RCT has completed all the requirements for final licensure. Motion passed unanimously.
Board Elections:
It was moved by John Driscoll and seconded by Robert Mariner that all members of the current Board continue to serve on an interim basis until proclamation of the Act, with the requirement that a Special General Meeting of the new Nova Scotia College of Counselling Therapists be held within 60 days of Proclamation to elect the first Board of NSCCT. Motion passed unanimously.

It was moved by Michael Belgrave and seconded by Brian Duggan that all business done by the Board of NSACT was done in good faith. Motion passed unanimously.

Janice Graham-Migel moved adjournment of the meeting.

___________________________
John Driscoll, Recorder

















